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President’s Report  
Greetings, Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
The Newlin Historical Committee is dedicated to preserving and presenting Newlin history, and in these 
difficult times, we continue to do so through our Newsletter, our primary means of communicating with you. 
You can also find us on our website, www.newlintwphistory.org, and on Facebook. In this issue, we have an 
informative article by Kathy Conway on Point Outlook and the DAR, and two articles researched and written 
by local historian Donald McKay on Corcoran’s Bridge and Early Newlin Schoolhouses.  Thanks to Don for 
allowing us to publish his articles and to John O’Neal for making it happen. 
 
Our next General Meeting is scheduled for October, but of course, circumstances will dictate if that will be 
possible.  Newlin Historical Society Executive Committee Member Bill McGowan is on tap to present the story 
and history of historical reenactments, and we look forward to that whenever we can once again hold 
meetings. 
 
As always, we invite you, our readers, to participate in the Newlin Historical Society by joining us as members 
and also by contributing articles on subjects of historical interest specific to Newlin Township.  Many of you 
have family reaching back generations who have lived in Newlin Township.  What was it like living in Newlin 
100 or 200 years ago?  We want to hear from you and preserve your stories and theirs. We offer the Society’s 
Newsletter as a forum for local residents to exchange ideas and information, and we hope you will take 
advantage of that.  Please submit all articles, comments or questions directly to me – 
roselynn831@gmail.com.   
 
Newlin Township is an extraordinary place to live, and not just because of its natural beauty.  As of this 
writing, Newlin is one of only 3 communities in Chester County with no recorded cases of Covid-19.  We are 
fortunate to be very rural and most homes are spaced far apart.  We also have intelligent residents cognizant 
of the necessity of following the rules, keeping our travel to essential business, and maintaining good health 
practices.  At the same time, I’ve heard of countless acts of kindness and caring.  We take care of one another, 
and that’s the real strength of our community. Stay Well. Stay Safe. Stay Connected. 
 
RoseLynn 

http://www.newlintwphistory.org/
mailto:roselynn831@gmail.com


 

Point Lookout and the DAR 

In Newlin Township a flag raising ceremony was conducted in 1909 by Chester County Chapter Daughters of 

the American Revolution, Chester County Historical Society, and Newlin Township. The raising of this flag 

commemorated “Point Lookout.” The marker inscribed stated, “Point Lookout, where sentries were placed to 

protect supplies on the way to the Valley Forge Encampment, 1777-78. Marked by Chester County DAR.”. 

 

However, as of today, no one can find the flagpole with its 11x15 flag nor the historic marker. Thus began our 

research to find any remnants of the flag pole, flag or historic marker. We found numerous newspaper articles 

and photos circa 1909. The area is private property and it was decided that after 111 years there would be 

nothing to find. 

 

Newlin Township Historical Society and the Chester County DAR would like to place a historical marker 

somewhere along Star Gazer Rd. We are requesting permission from either Newlin Township or The Natural 

Lands to place a simple marker near the Star Gazer Stone to preserve the history of this American Revolution 

area for present & future generation’s education. Until permission is given to place a marker, this historic 

Newlin fact will remain with the few who have read this article. 

 

DAR Snippet: The Daughters of the American Revolution is a nonprofit, nonpolitical volunteer women’s 

service organization dedicated to promoting historic preservation, education and patriotism.  

 

National Headquarters occupy an entire city block near the White House & includes 3 adjoining buildings, 2 of 

which are Registered Nat’l Historic Landmarks. 

DAR Library: One of the largest genealogical research centers in the US. A specialized collection of American 

genealogical & historical manuscripts& publications. 

DAR Museum: 31 Period rooms with permanent& changing exhibitions showcase American furnishings& 

decorative arts prior to 1830. 

Americana Room: Collection of early American manuscripts & imprints, including signatures of all the Signers 

of the Declaration of Independence. The unique collection is available for viewing & research. 

To become a member any woman 18 or older, who can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the American 

Revolution is eligible.  

To research for a patriot: DAR online Genealogical Research System www.dar.org/grs 

To learn more about DAR or membership: visit www.dar.org  

  Kathleen Conway 

   

   

 

http://www.dar.org/grs
http://www.dar.org/


Corcoran’s Bridge 

 

Corcoran's Bridge spans the western branch of the Brandywine Creek about 1/2 mile downstream from the 

village of Embreeville. The 144 foot stone arch bridge was constructed for the Directors of the Poor on the 

grounds of the Chester County Poor House by the Corcoran Construction Company in 1908. This bridge type 

was favored by County Engineer Nathan R. Rambo, who served from 1899 to 1922. Corcoran’s Bridge is the 

oldest representation of this type of bridge which saw a resurgence between 1908 and 1919. Earlier bridges of 

this style were constructed within Chester County in 1807 (Copes) and 1826 (Mortonville). 

The bridge has two large main arches spanning the Brandywine and 2 smaller arches spanning the adjacent 

flood plain to allow for additional drainage during flooding. The road surface is flanked on each side with 

fieldstone parapet walls with flagstone coping. 

The bridge was likely originally constructed to allow passage to the newly acquired farmland supporting the 

expanding Chester County Poor House, which was originally established in 1798 just up the hill in West 

Bradford Township. The Chester County Poor Farm provided food and services supporting the Chester County 

Poor House and adjacent mental hospital. As the facility grew it required more land to support its population so 

additional land was acquired south of the Brandywine Creek. In addition to the farmland there was also a new 

Potters Field, or cemetery for residents of the County Poor House created on a parcel of land adjacent to the 

railroad. 

In 1939 the state took over management of this facility and many more throughout Pennsylvania. Chester 

County opened a new convalescent home in Pocopson Township in the late 1950’s at which time the state 

facility transformed into a modern mental health facility. After the Embreeville State Hospital closed the 

supporting farm, the land was managed by Buck and Doe Run Valley Farms as a grazing site for the beef cattle 

of the King Ranch of Texas. When the cattle business ended in the 1970's, part of the property was used for a 

time as a commercial turf farm. 

In the early part of the 21st century the bridge became part of the 1,263 acre ChesLen Preserve and is now open 

to the public. The stonework of the bridge was re-pointed as part of the preservation of the historic structure. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

Photos and Article by Donald McKay 

 

 



 

Early Newlin Township Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

In 19th century Newlin Township there were 5 public one room schoolhouses that served the rural community. At 
the time of the opening of the Unionville Joint Consolidated School in 1923, four were still in operation. 

The Oak Hill School was located about one mile north of Route 842 off of Glen Hall Road. It was likely the most 
isolated schoolhouse in the district. Present day Oak School Road used to be a through road connecting to Cannery 
Road to the west. The area to the west of the school was known as the "Barrens" which is an area where serpentine 
stone is found under the surface which prohibits the growth of many types of plants. The stone structure was built in 
the early 19th century and served as a public school until 1923. After consolidation the building was sold and 
converted into a private residence. The building burned in the mid-20th century but was rebuilt and still serves as a 
residence. The area to the west of the schoolhouse is now part of the Cheslen Preserve. 

 

 

Oak Hill School 

 

Embreeville School was located along Route 162 just west of Old Embreeville. The 19th century stone structure 
served as a public school until it burned prior to 1920 and was not rebuilt. After 1923 the ruin and small lot was sold 
and converted into a private residence. The property stands in the triangular lot between Route 162, Powell Road, 
and Brandywine Creek Road. 



 Embreeville School 

 

Fairville School was located in West Bradford Township but the water supply was in Newlin Township. A large 
number of students lived in Newlin Township and were within walking distance of the schoolhouse. For a number of 
years the two townships operated the school on alternating basis. The student body living in Newlin Township 
transferred to the Unionville Joint Consolidated School in 1923 and the West Bradford Township ran it the following 
year with a much reduced enrollment. The school closed in 1924 and stood empty for many years. The building and 
public road it was located on has taken the name "Groundhog College". The story behind the name comes from a 
time when workmen were hired to work on the former schoolhouse and pulled into the driveway to find groundhogs 
coming in and out of holes in the ground in several places on the property. One of the workmen said "look there's 
Groundhog College" and the name stuck. Today the schoolhouse is the core of a larger building that has been 
converted into a private residence.  

 

 Fairville School 

 

 

 

Spruce Grove School was located on Brandywine Creek Road one mile south of Mortonville. The school was built in 
1839 and was named for the spruce trees in the area around the building. The new Laurel Forge built by Hugh 
Steele was located on the opposite side of the Brandywine from the school in the late 1870's. A small suspension 
bridge spanned the Brandywine behind the school and was the shortest distance to the property for the students 
who lived on the other side of the creek. The school was closed in 1923 when the Unionville Joint Consolidated 
School Opened. The building was sold and converted into a private residence. Today the building is part of a larger 
residence behind a tall wooden fence at the intersection of Brandywine Creek Road and Hilltop View Road. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spruce Grove School 
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The remaining one room schoolhouse in Newlin Township was called Green Valley School. The building was 
constructed of stone in the early 19th century. The school was located on Green Valley Road between Thompson's 
corner and Powell Road near a small community of rural farm buildings, stone residences, and a Baptist church. 
The building served as a public school until 1923 when the Unionville Joint Consolidated School opened. The 
building was sold and converted into a private residence in the mid 1920's. It was in distressed condition towards 
the mid-20th century but has been restored and expanded and once again serves as a private residence. 

 

Green Valley School 

 

 

 

 Photos and Article by Donald McKay 

 



 
A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

STARGAZERS - $500.00 and ABOVE – Jack Fischer, RoseLynn Malarek 

BRANDYWINERS - $150.00 to $249.00 – David Hartley and Laura Reilly, David H. Malarek 

FRIENDS OF NHS -- $50.00 to $149.00 – Kristina O’Leary, Sandy Reber, Sean and Marissa Rowe 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

Make checks payable to NHS. Send to Sandy Reber, Treasurer, 1657 Embreeville Rd., Coatesville, Pa 19320 

INDIVIDUAL ONE YEAR -- $10.00 

INDIVIDUAL THREE YEARS --$28.00 

HOUSEHOLD ONE YEAR -- $14.00 

HOUSEHOLD THREE YEARS -- $39.00 

PLEASE NOTE:  Membership List will be sent separately to members only. 


