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President’s Report 
 
We read history mainly because we find it interesting and entertaining.  History can also be 
instructive, though we tend to ignore its lessons most of the time.  We are now in the midst of a grave 
and explosive pandemic, and if we look to history to find a template, we have to go back 102 years to 
the so-called Spanish Flu. John M. Barry, a professor at Tulane University School of Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine, has written on that subject and is the author of The Great Influenza: The Story of the 
Deadliest Pandemic in History.  In a recent Op-Ed column in The New York Times, here’s what he had to 
say:  During the 1918 influenza pandemic, almost every city closed down much of its activity.  
Absenteeism even in war industries exceeded 50% and eviscerated the economy. Many cities opened too 
soon and had to close a second time – sometimes a third time – and faced intense resistance, but lives 
were saved. Only decisive action will work in places experiencing explosive growth of the virus.  At the 
very least, there must be limits on private gatherings. A comprehensive April-like shutdown may be 
required. Half measures will do little more than prevent hospitals from being overrun. Half-measures will 
leave too many Americans not living with the virus but dying from it. This is our second chance.  We 
won’t get a third.  If we don’t get this pandemic under control now, in a few months when the weather 
turns cold and forces people to spend more time indoors, we could face a disaster that dwarfs the 
situation today. (Edited for brevity and clarity.)                        Food for thought. 
 
Enough about the pandemic.  In this issue of our Newsletter, we return to the history of Newlin 
Township. We begin with the Revolutionary War and the Battle of the Brandywine.   What did Newlin 
look like in 1777, and how was it impacted by the battle?  We have touched on some of this in past 
newsletters and someday when this pandemic is behind us, we will be able to hold in-person general 
meetings to present more information and presentations on the Battle of the Brandywine and how we 
interpret those events in reenactments. In the meantime, here is some information taken from the 
Chester County Website. Thanks to John O’Neal who did the research to find this material. 
 
”One of the defining moments in Chester County’s long history occurred on September 11, 1777 
along the Brandywine Creek in the southern part of the county. Long-time residents or general 
history enthusiasts may be familiar with the story—General George Washington’s Continental 
Army stood between the rebel capital of Philadelphia and General William Howe’s advancing 
British Army. Capturing Philadelphia would deliver a crushing moral and tactical blow to the 
American war effort, and Howe wanted a quick and decisive end to the rebellion. To prevent the 
British from reaching Philadelphia, Washington fortified various fords along the eastern side of 



the Brandywine. He expected Howe to press forward using the Nottingham Road in a direct 
attack, therefore Washington concentrated the bulk of his army near John Chadd’s ford. 
Understanding the Battle of Brandywine can be a bit confusing because a defining aspect of this 

battle was movement. Eighteenth-century warfare generally featured two massive armies 

colliding directly together to determine which side had enough manpower and discipline to keep 

tight formations without buckling under pressure. The Battle of Brandywine, however, featured 

flanking and maneuvering; fallbacks and retreats; surprise attacks and deception. On that day, 

the two armies occupied more than thirty square miles in southern Chester County, and many 

have called this battle the largest of the Revolutionary War.  

To understand the Battle of Brandywine, one needs to understand the movement of both the 

British and Continental Armies, and to understand that movement, one needs to understand the 

network of roads as it existed in 1777. With none of the conveniences of modern technology or 

even paved roads for that matter, transporting thousands of men and their supplies was difficult. 

Armies used the most convenient paths to get from point A to point B, and that almost always 

required using an existing road.  

In 2014, the Heritage Preservation Coordinator, now part of the Chester County Planning 

Commission, asked the Chester County Archives to reconstruct and map the county road 

network as it existed in 1777. This information would contribute to an ongoing series of National 

Park Service American Battlefield Protection grants received by the Chester County Planning 

Commission.” 

Exactly where the British troops entered Newlin on their way to battle is not exactly known, but 

from some early records of landowners of that time who filed for reparations from the 

Continental Congress due to the foraging (stealing) by British troops, we do have a pretty good 

idea of their route through our township.  Here is a reprint of part of Bill McGowan’s article from 

our Winter 2020 Newsletter. 

“As they passed through Newlin Township, the Crown Forces plundered farms and merchant 

shops and took what they needed, usually destroying the remainder.  Richard Barnard, a Quaker, 

actively farmed the property along what is known as Route 842 since the early 1700’s, and his 

decedents still own and farm the land.  Richard Barnard and the Hanna, Shields, Eckoff, and 

Stroud families estimated the cost of their lost inventory taken by the Crown Forces at 222 £ 

(5,000.00 in today’s money).” 

 

To view the 1777 map of Newlin below in larger print, please go to the following link:   
https://www.chesco.org/4292/1777-Chester-County-Atlas 

https://www.chesco.org/4292/1777-Chester-County-Atlas


 

We move on now to perhaps the most famous aspect of Newlin history, the story of Charles 

Mason and Jeremiah Dixon who made their headquarters here in Newlin while they surveyed 

their now famous line.  Muriel George contributed the information below. We will investigate 

the possibility of recreating this sign for placement somewhere near the present Stargazer 

Stone.   

 
 

 



“This is from the home of Jeremiah Dixon in Cockfield, Northern England. We have permission 

from the Dixon Family and the author to recreate this sign “- Muriel 

 

 

 

 

 



Our final article in this issue of our Newsletter concerns the early origins of Newlin Township. As many of you 

know, Newlin Township was named for Nathaniel Newlin (1663-1729) who never lived here, but his name appears 

on many of the earliest deed searches of the oldest properties in Newlin.  Nathaniel and his wife Mary established 

a grist mill along the west branch of the Chester Creek, in what is now Glen Mills in Delaware County. In the 

following article, Kathy Conway reports on information she found on the early origins of Newlin and the 

relationship between the early owners of the land and the Indians who preceded them.  

 
A Gleaning from “History of Chester County PA” by J. Smith & 
Gilbert Cope  

Originally published, Philadelphia 1881   

Information found from pg. 190- 192 from a 

Facsimile Reprint Published 2007  

Submitted by Kathleen Conway  

 In the formation of Pocopson Township in 1848, over 300 acres were taken from the southeast corner of 

Newlin and were included into the new township. This portion included the tract originally conveyed to 

William Penn, including portions of the tracts of Mordecai Cloud and of the children of Ellis Lewis.  

 

(According to the Pocopson website, 28 males from Pennsbury, West Bradford, and East Marlborough, 

along with Newlin, signed a petition with the Court of Quarter Sessions to become a new township which 

was approved on September 13, 1849.  Just how or why Pocopson took 300 acres of Newlin is unknown 

to us. RLM) 

 

 The name of Newlin Township is almost universally pronounced in Chester County as if were written 

New Lin. This is erroneous. It should be pronounced with the accent on the first syllable- New lin. The 

incorrect pronunciation, however, is so fixed in the people’ minds that it will most likely continue to be 

used.  

 

 After William Penn purchased all the land in Chester County from the Indians, he reconveyed to them a 

mile in width on each side of the Brandywine, from its mouth up the west branch to its head, - at least 

they afterwards claimed that he did, but that writing was accidentally destroyed in  a fire.  In 1706 the 

Commissioners of Property agreed to the request of the colonial inhabitants along the Brandywine to 

purchase from the Indians their claim to these lands -- from the mouth of the creek up to a certain rock in 

the west branch and from that rock up to its source, but the Commissioners stipulated that Nathaniel 

Newlin had no right to sell any of the Indian lands or to interfere with their rights in any way.  No attention 

to these claims seems to have been paid by Newlin or by the subsequent purchasers from him.  
 

 At the next session of the Provincial Assembly, held in Philadelphia in the summer of 1725, the Indian 

chief Checochinican and others complained of the encroachments on their lands and obstructions in the 

creek by dams, and they were heard by the Assembly. The account of this interview and the proceedings 

in the minutes of the Assembly is so interesting we will give it in the language of the minutes themselves.    

 

 “13th of 6 mon., 1725. The Petition of divers inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia, setting forth that the 

Proprietary having purchased of the Natives all the lands within certain bounds; and that the proprietary 

did afterwards release back to some of the said Natives a certain tract of land upon Brandywine, which 

said land is lately taken up and settled, to the great disturbance of said Natives, and praying that this 

House would take the same into their consideration;   



“Then the House was given to understand that the Heads of the said Indians complainants desire to 

attend the House in person, to set forth their grievances. Ordered, that they wait on the House at three 

o’clock this afternoon with their Interpreters.   

“3 P.M., the House met:  

“The Indians ordered to attend this afternoon, waited at the door desiring to be heard. Then chairs being 

placed for them, they were called in, and the Speaker, on behalf of the House said: “The House has had 

information that you have been with the Governor and  

Commissioners already. Have you received satisfaction?”  

“Indians (by interpreter) - We have not”  

“Speaker- What is it then that you have to offer the House?   

“Indians - When William Penn came to this country,  he settled a perpetual friendship with us, and after 

we sold him our country, he reconveyed  back a certain tract of land upon the Brandywine, for a mile on 

each side of said creek, which writing was, by the burning of a cabin, destroyed; but we all remember very 

well the contents thereof; That Wm Penn promised that we should not be molested whilst one Indian 

lived, grew old and blind, and died - so another to the third generation; that is the way of expressing it -

from generation to generation; and now it is not half that age of an old man since, and we are molested, 

and our lands surveyed out and settled before we can reap our corn off; and to our great injury, 

Brandywine creek is so obstructed with dams, that the fish cannot come up to our habitations.  

We desire you to take notice that we are a poor people, and want the benefit: of the fish, for when we are 

out hunting, our children with their bows and arrows used to get fish for their sustenance, therefore, we 

desire that these dams be removed, that the fish may have their natural course”  

“Speaker - How did you understand that writing to be? That you should enjoy that land forever?”  

“Indians - Not only we, but all the Indians understood it to be theirs as long as the water ran down that 

creek.”  

“Speaker - Have you anything more to say?”  

“Indians - No, but if you hear us not, we shall be obliged to come again next spring.”  

“Speaker- The House is inclined to do you all the favor which lies in their power.”   

“Indians - We hope we are all friends, and desire to continue so, as long as we draw breath.”   

The claims of the Indians were not adjusted to their satisfaction, and at the next session of the Assembly 

in the spring of 1726, they again sought an interview and renewed their complaints.  An Indian deed was 

produced dated 1685 and signed by 13 Indian kings, which conveyed all the lands from Duck Creek to 

Upland Creek, alias Chester Creek, and as far back as a man could ride on horseback in two days and 

not find footsteps of any conveyance.  

   

A brief of the details:  If Nathaniel Newlin did not appear, a Sergeant-at-Arms would be ordered to bring 

him to the House. A paper subscribed with Newlin’s hand was produced which promised that neither he 

nor his heirs will, by any means, disturb or molest the Indians in their possessions or claims. After some 

debate, the Indians were called in and the paper explained to them. The Indians were well satisfied with 

this and requested the paper remain as record of the house and they be given a copy. Then Nathaniel 

Newlin was called in, acknowledged the writing, and they shook hands together and parted fully 

reconciled.  This was in the spring of 1726.  

In 1729 the chief Checochinican, on behalf of his people, sent the Governor a letter wherein he 

complained that contrary to the promise made by Nathaniel Newlin in 1726 that the Indians should not be 

disturbed in the free and peaceable enjoyment of their lands on the Brandywine, some of these lands had 

been sold, and the Indians had been forbidden even to make use of timber growing thereon for the 

purpose of building cabins. The chief complained that the town at the head of the Brandywine was 

surveyed by James Gibbons who said that he had assurance of conveyance from the Commissioners of 

Property, which went contrary to the promise James Logan had made to the Indians that no person 

should have a conveyance of lands within their claims.  What action, if any, was taken upon the chief’s 

complaint is unknown.  The settlement of the lands by colonists along the Brandywine does not seem to 

have been retarded very much.  Soon after the death of Nathaniel Newlin in 1729, the remainder of the 



tract he had purchased from the Society of Free Traders was divided among Nathaniel’s children, and 

soon after was no doubt settled and developed by other purchasers.  The Indian town at the head of 

Brandywine mentioned in the letter of Checochinican is supposed to have been situated about where the 

“Indian-town School-house” now stands in what is now Wallace Township. 

  

 Not many years after the foregoing occurrences, the greater part of the Indians moved from the 

County, and all trouble growing out of their claims ceased.  In a side note, Silas Prior and Ezekiel 

Harlan requested payment from the Assembly for being interpreters in this affair.   

Up to about the year 1738, the settlers in what is now Newlin, were assessed as residents of Marlborough 

or Bradford, depending on whether they were on the north or south side of the Brandywine. In 1739, we 

find the “Society Rate” (see below) in the assessment. In February, 1740, the inhabitants petitioned to be 

formed into a township. This was granted, and the township was named Newlin. It was, however, 

frequently written New-linton.  

 

TAXABLES MENTIONED IN “SOCIETY RATE,” 1739  

 

Mordicay Cloud, Rich’d Barnett, Phillip Taylor, Anthony Baldwin, Tho’s Stubbs, James  

Shields, John Harlan, George Bailey, George Pirce, John Standson, Robert Chaffin,  

John Bentle, Tho’s Wilson, W’m Wickersham, Moses Pyle, W’m Nicholas, Tho Smith,  

Magnes State, Dan’l ffew, David Eckhoff, Joel Cloud, George Ligget, W’m Littler,  

James Ligget, Robert Clark, John Withers, J’n ffilson, Robert Boultus Miller, John  

Bayle, Guston Gürman, Rich’d Reynolds, Robert Wilson, John Bradley, John Lard, Robert Thornbery.  

   Freemen. - Job Moor, Stephen White, W’m Mansell.  

LAND-OWNERS 1774  

Thomas Buffington, William Wickersham, James Smith, Charles Wilson, Jesse Taylor,  

John Buller, George Pierce, Thomas Baldwin, Thomas Wilson, Joseph Pierce, James  

Shields, William Nichols, Isaac Trimble, Mordecai Hayes, Richard Bernard, Job Pyle,  

Joseph Hayes, Joel Harlan, William Wickersham Jr., Peter Wickersham, Caleb Hayes,  

John Baily, Henry Hayes, Thomas Shoot, David Eckhoff, William Eckhoff, John  

McGuire, Samuel Bailey, William Adkins, Jesse Bently, Robert Chalfont, William  

Hannah, Robert Cowan, David Drenon, James Porter, Robert Baldwin(tailor), Ebenezer 

Spikeman(Speakman?), John Smith, Joseph Smith, Mary Shield.  

Note: one woman was a land owner -- Mary Shield. 

 

This brings to an end our Summer Newsletter.  Much thanks to our contributors John O’Neal, Muriel 

George and Kathy Conway and the Chester County Historic Presentation Network. Peeling back the 

layers of history is always interesting and often very rewarding.  As we look at the landowners mentioned 

in the 1777 map and in the 1774 list of landowners, we recognize many of the names of descendants who 

still live in the area and/or have roads and other places named after them – Buffington, Wickersham, 

Pierce, Baldwin, Shields, Hayes, Harlan, Chalfont, Bernard, Pyle, and others. It is the goal of the Newlin 

Historical Society to keep Newlin’s history alive and available to all.  We hope you enjoy our efforts.  Any 

comments or contributions would be greatly appreciated.  Send to roselynn831@gmail.com.   In the 

meantime, stay well, stay safe, and stay connected. 

 

RoseLynn 
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